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Chair’s message

Dear Members,

October was quite a busy month: we attended
a workshop with Tamar Drucker, took part in
our annual outing, watched demonstrations
presented by the Global Quilt Connection, and
even survived Election Day.

In November, we will hold our annual
meeting—an opportunity to get together,
review the Association’s activities, and consider
its future.

Annual Meeting — Tuesday, November
24, 2026

The Association’s annual meeting will take
place on Tuesday, November 24, 2026, at Yad
Labanim, 30 Haim Arlozorov Street, Petah
Tikva.

Meeting Program

09:30-10:00 — Gathering and welcome
10:00-12:00 — Approval of the annual report,
budget, and a discussion with the Chair
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12:00-13:30 — Lunch
13:30-15:00 — Artistic program

In addition to the formal agenda, we will
present the budgets for 2026 and 2027 and
discuss the present, the past, and the future.
We would like to hear from you: what matters
to you, which activities you would like to
promote, how we can expand our membership,
and how we can strengthen our community.
We hope many of you will join us for a day of
gathering and conversation.

We invite Association members to bring friends
and acquaintances who quilt or are interested
in quilting. This is an opportunity for them to
meet our members, learn about the
Association’s activities, and join us. We also
invite former members to attend the meeting
and renew their membership.

Admission
Association members: NIS 65
Guests: NIS 100

Registration is open on the Association’s
website. Anyone having difficulty registering
online is welcome to contact the Association
secretary via WhatsApp.

“Paths” Exhibition at the Social Sciences
Library, Tel Aviv University

According to our survey, 25 Association
members are interested in exhibiting their
pieces from the “Paths” exhibition at the Social
Sciences Library of Tel Aviv University.

The exhibition will be on display from January
through March 31, 2027. We will announce its
opening date at the library in due course.
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We will also hold a gallery talk, similar to the
one we held in Ganei Tikva. Members
interested in taking part in this talk are invited
to contact the Association Chair.

Collection of Quilts

Quilts may be handed over to committee
members at the annual meeting.

Alternatively, quilts may be delivered to Dalia
Shtager in Ramat Gan, telephone 054-4453850,
or to Dalia Danon in Tel Aviv, telephone 050-
5319618.

The final date for collecting the quilts is
December 24, 2026.

Please remember that the pieces exhibited at
the library will not be insured. Any member
who agrees to exhibit her work confirms that
she understands it will not be insured.

Quilt Pattern / Block Spotlight

A Journey Through Time with the Irish Chain:
History, Myths, and Facts

The Irish Chain pattern is considered one of the
most iconic and beloved patterns in the history
of quilting. Its geometric appearance is
sophisticated, yet its construction is surprisingly
simple. Despite its distinctly Irish name,
historical research reveals a story spanning
continents and oceans—from Ireland to the
United States.

Geographic Origins and Naming: The Truth
Behind the Name

Contrary to popular belief, most textile
historians agree that the Irish Chain, as an
established quilt pattern with a name of its
own, developed and acquired its recognized
name in nineteenth-century America rather
than in Ireland.

1227WYW NT7 NNITA N"M72 N'YW DA D72 NN'M9N TVIN2
,NT N'Y2 qnNwn? nnmiynn nNan .nipn 21
ANTIAXD 271'7 DSY NIATIN

= NITIAYN QI0'R

w2a9n1 TVIIN NINANY NITIAVA DX 110N7 'Y WX
SNYn

NA0Y NY7T? NITIAYN DR 1IoN7 WWON ) 7Y qon
,2AAR-7120 1T 0777 I8 054-4453850 1970, 2-nnMa
.050-5319618 1970

24.12.2026 ' NImayn 9I0'R? [INNXRN TVINn

75 .ninvin JI'X NMO01 1AXI'Y NITIAYN D ,NiN'DmM
N7 VIT D MYUXN NNTIAY NIX 2'¥N7 NnDonn nNan
. MNLIAN A'NN X7 NTIAVNY

0'xX70 172/027T v T

NnITawI p'oinm ,n"vo'n :Irish Chain-n oy m von

TNXR7 2wn (NA'’n Nwawn) Irish Chain-n pi7a
7¢U NMIVO'NA NI DAINKRDI
IR ,DONINN 17W MONIRAD RN .0'R70N0 NINIX
MY qr 7y .Y'Mon |91 NUIY9 NIdINN NP'dL
NIYA' QXINN 119'0 NOYIN NNIVO' NN ,FNamn

1NN NIXIRY TR "2 — 00N INI

D"MIp'"'XN 0'MNATN

DYUN MINXN NNKXN 2NMYNT 'OAIRAN 7NN

,0MDoNn 7'00pvVN PIN NN ,NNINN AYTN NINNY
Irish Chain-n ,17un Dw %y2 ]aIkn D'X70 DATO D
NNNN 7U NN NIXIRD MYIN INY DX 7271 NN9NN

T17v'NRa K71 19-n

3

/ Non-Profit No. 5802221406. on ninny / Habsor St., P.O. Box 34, Shoham | 15/ amw ,34 .7.n,15 Mwan ?

/&6 Chair 055-6663371 7/ Sec. 050-5319618 | 7o / @ israelquilt.org.il |

iquilta@gmail.com |


mailto:iquilta@gmail.com

NINIW DTIAN

O'N70 AWYD7 ;i

Israel Quilters Association

In eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Ireland,
this type of patchwork did not necessarily have
a distinctive name and was sometimes simply
called “patching.” There is historical evidence
that, in Ireland itself, quilts made in a similar
pattern in later periods were sometimes
referred to locally as “American Chain,”
reflecting a perception that the design was
associated with America.

A leading historical interpretation is that the
American name “Irish Chain” was probably
given to the pattern as a tribute to the large
waves of Irish immigration to the United States
in the early nineteenth century and as an
expression of cultural connection.

The Earliest Historical Evidence

In textile research, it is customary to distinguish
between a generic geometric design and
documentation of an actual surviving quilt:

e Earliest surviving example from Ireland
(1805): A quilt made in Ireland around 1805 by
a woman named Margaret Kee. Made of Irish
linen and sewn with traditional linen thread,
the quilt closely resembles the Single Irish
Chain, although its blocks are set on point.
Margaret Kee emigrated from Ireland to West
Virginia in 1807 and brought the quilt with her.
(An image cannot be reproduced due to
copyright restrictions.)

e Earliest official American documentation
(1814): According to research by leading quilt-
pattern historian Barbara Brackman, the
earliest year in which the design was formally
documented in the United States under this
particular name or in this specific configuration
is 1814.
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Sources of Inspiration: From Weaving to Celtic
Art

1. Weaving patterns: In the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries, double-weaving
techniques were very popular in Ireland and
England. These woven fabrics produced
geometric patterns of squares joined along
diagonal lines. Women who made quilts may
have drawn inspiration from the appearance of
woven textiles and adapted these structures for
patchwork quilts.

2. Ancient Celtic knots: A visual resemblance
can be found between the interlocking chains
and traditional Celtic ornamentation. Such
knots, with their endlessly interwoven lines,
symbolized continuity, eternity, and unity.

The Structure and Evolution of the Pattern

The distinctive design of the Irish Chain lies in
the creation of a secondary pattern. When
simple blocks containing colored squares (such
as the traditional Nine-Patch) are combined
with alternating plain-fabric blocks (Solid
Alternating Blocks), the squares meet at the
edges, creating the optical illusion of
continuous chains and a diagonal lattice
extending across the entire quilt.

Over the vyears, several main variations
developed, differing in the density of their
chains and the complexity of their construction.

The single Irish Chain is the simplest and most
open of the variations. The chain consists of just
one row of small squares touching at their
corners, creating the most basic and earliest
appearance (as in Margaret Kee’s quilt).

Double Irish Chain creates a richer network of
parallel and intersecting diagonal chains. The
use of two or three colors emphasizes the
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movement and geometric structure of the
design.

Triple Irish Chain is the densest and most
intricate of the three. Numerous squares create
triple chains that interweave, allowing for
varied color combinations and especially rich
designs.

All three variations are based on the same
principle: joining simple squares to create a
continuous geometric pattern in which the
whole is far more striking and complex than its
individual parts.
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Negative Space as a Canvas for Quilting
Another reason the pattern has remained
popular for nearly two hundred years is that its
diagonal chains leave areas of open or negative
space. These spaces provide opportunities to
showcase quilting in a wide range of designs
and styles.

Miscellaneous

We have received an invitation to submit quilts
for juried selection for an exhibition
entitled “The Fruits of Israel,” to be held in
June—July 2027 at the Mandell Hartford JCC.
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We are sharing the Call for Entries we received.
For further information, please contact Diana
Cohen at jccquiltshow2024@gmail.com.

Anyone interested in receiving the complete
information package may contact the
Association’s secretary.

Please note that the Israel Quilters Association
is not involved in organizing this exhibition, and
all communication and arrangements will be
made directly with the organizers.
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Closing words

We hope to see you all at the meeting in Petah
Tikva.
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Exhibit: June-July 2027

From the fruits of the land to
tivity of its people—
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This newsletter is sent to past and present members of the Israel Quilters Association only. If you no longer wish to
receive updates, please reply to this email with the word “Remove
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