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Phyllis Cullen
We can approximate the effect of the loose sweeping colorful paintings of the great
impressionist masters by following their technique, but substituting small pieces of
printed fabric for brush strokes, and following the rules of successful landscape
painting. The project we work on today will help you achieve both goals for yourself

:You'll need

An enlarged line drawing

A piece of steam a Seam 2 the same size as the enlargement

A rotary cutter and mat, and a glue stick (or equivalent), a sharpie
'Lots of scraps of every color. value, design print, shade imaginable
Tulle, batting and backing bigger than the pattern

The brushstrokes: we use my improvisational collage technique by creating a rough
line drawing of the scene we want to create, beginning with either a photo or an idea.
the photo is manipulated in Photoshop elements (or not) to create more discrete
shapes that can then be filled in with small pieces of randomly cut shapes of the value
.ndicated by our manipulated pattern

I will demonstrate how-to create the pattern of shapes and values in Photoshop
'Elements

The enlarged pattern is then traced first to the front then to the back of a piece of
steam a seam the same size as the enlarged pattern The front is then peeled up bit by
bit and the areas filled in on the back sheet (the one the webbing of glue adhered to
when the sheets were gently pulled apart at the corner). The pattern shows through
from the back where the reverse tracing now appears correctly
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The fabric scraps, dvided into colors, values, or proposed use, are then chopped up
into "brush stroke" sized pieces (elongated crescents, ovals, triangles, etc by randomly
.slashing with a small rotary cutter on a mat

These bits of fabrics of the desired color and value (with other colors mixed in ) are
pressed into place on the steam a seam glue webbing. Overlap as needed. If you need
to put a piece completely over another where the steam a seam doesn't show through,
just dab the fabric with the glue stick.. The pieces are removable and repositionable
until the final decision is made that all the pieces are to the artist's liking. . Then the
top sheet goes back on and the sandwich steam ironed, ready for batting and backing
behind and (optionally) tulle on top, which allows any type of quilting design
.desired and prevents little pieces from fraying or flying away

As to the rules of landscape composition, these actually come into play at the pattern
design stage as well. You don't have to put in everything in the reference photo! You
can move stuff around! You can add things, change things, move things. I'll show you
lots of examples and ways. We will critique our proposed landscapes as to format,
division of space, movement of lines throughout the scene, artistic groupings, focal
.point, perspective, atmosphere, light direction, negative shapes, etc

There are no cutting of templates required. No matching of points or lines, no
stitching except for loose swirls a of quilting

It's easy to create and challenging to critique. But at the end you'll have a way to
create really painterly landscape quilts that express your own style. And that will
make people come very close and exclaim" I thought it was a painting

A class recording will be available to you via my you tube site for review later. Any
questions, problems, or requests for progress critique that arise after class should be

sent to me at PCUL429(@gmail.com
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